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бы | og MERCY LEBEAU DIDN'T ‘BECOME THE 


WORRYING АВ 

you! 8 FIRST WOMAN IN CLAN 
НИ ЕОМ % ТАКЕ Я CLOSER =] HISTORY ТО JOIN THE NEW ORLEANS 
TIME RGO. LOOK? THIEVES GUILD BY CHANCE. 


EMIL LAPIN SLIDES 
BEHIND THE HOSPITAL 
Д GUARD. THEY'VE Рав 
THIS ONE OUT PLE! 
OF TIMES 22-84 


THANKS 7 TO МЕЕСУЕ 
5 ASSETS, Г 
дінде WORKS LIKE 


EMIL THINKS: "MEN, 

LIKE DICE, ARE 

PREDICTABLE.” 
REMY LEBEAU HAS ALWAYS BEEN THE OUTSIDER. ORPHANED AT BIRTH, HE WAS ADOPTED В THE LEGENDARY THIEVES 
GUILD OF New ORLEANS WHO OFTEN SHUNNED НІМ BECAUSE OF HIS STRANGE BURNING EYES. EVENTUALLY, НЕ REALIZEO 


HE ІЗ А MUTANT -- GIFTED AT BIRTH WITH THE ABILITY TO CHARGE INANIMATE OBJECT WITH BIOKINETIC ENERGY THA 
EXPLOSIVELY RELEASED! HE'S CHARMING. HE'S DEADLY. STAN LEE PRESENTS: THE MOST MYSTERIOUS X-MAN оғ ALL! 
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HE WAS 
SUPPOSEDLY 
АВАМ! 


АЙДЕР GLILD AND DAINKER OF BAD, 


STALE COFFEE — | WONDERS IF THE PIT IN HS 
GUT 5 FROM THE COFFEE... OR 
FROM COWARDICEF 


THINGS HIS FF 


“ATHER 
ae WITHHELD FROM 
OR 16 IT MORE THAN THAT? IS 


HE AFRAID OF WHAT SECRETS 
THE HOSPITAL MIGHT HOLD? 


и 

WHEN REMY SAID, "COME 
DONE -- DANGEROUS, w 
IMPORTANT THINGS -- Е AGAINP" HIS FATHER 


TOLD REMY THAT THE GUILD 
PROPHECIES ABOUT LE DIRBLE |В 
BLANC, THE WHITE DEVIL BORN 

WITH THE RED EYES -- 


-- WHEN HE LEARNED THAT THE NEW SON, Я MAN ТО 
ИНОМ REMY WAS INDEBTED FOR HAVING SAVED HIS UE - 


-- WAS ACTUALLY HIM (OR Я CLONE, 
ALTERNETE TIME VERSION OR ALTERNATE 
EARTH VERSION OF HIM). 


16 THE GUILD LOOKING TO 
PINCH HOSPITAL RECORDS? 


BECAUSE THE ONLY WAY TO 
LEARN THE TRUTH ABOUT 
REMY'S ROLE IN THE 


IRRECTION -- | -- AND THE SECRETS OF THE 
ear ee NEW SON'S EXISTENCE — |, 


— 8 FOR REMY TO LERRN 
THE TRUTH ABOUT HIMSELF! Й A SUBJECT REMY НА! 
нотах LEEFERKE 
(2) 


IGNORE, і 
РІ 
WHO! 
GU" 


, IN TUS 
LAINS THAT 
LE PIT ІМ THE 
7 THING 


Д "SO Yah, OF COURSE HE'S IN. 
EMIL'LL BE OUT IN В ЈЕ. 


W YOU BEEN 

NERYOUS 

SINCE YOU 
WAS а 


OH, THEY GOT. 
BIRTH RECORDS 
FROM OVER 
TWENTY YEARS 
AGO -- 


GUILD TAKE ME 
FROM ТН! HOSPITAL 
FOR TH' ANTIQUARY 
BEFORE THEY COULD 
EVEN REGISTER 


SOMEONE ERASED TEN 5 у”) HE CAN'T GET INTO THE BANTER, 
SIX MONTHS WORTH OF N | HE'S LOST IN HIS OWN MOUNTING 
HOSPITAL COMPUTER / __ oar і SENSE ОР FRUSTRATION. 


Ж т ё 
SOT BE TIME = П) x HE HATES NOT KNOWING. WEB 
an 


AND MOST OF АШ... НЕ 
HATES THAT FOR MOST | № 
OF HIS ЕЕ... ее KNO 


„НЕЧ WN 
LITTLE ELSE ВИТ 
NOT KNOWING 
AND FEAR,., 


MAYBE WE 
HAVE T COME 
BACK WIT! HIM 
ALONG, MERCY'LL 
STILL HAVE HER 
4, SECRET WERPON 
Ф ғы WIT! HER... 
я, ` 
SED 


OR DECADES, THE BOUDREAUX MANSION OUTSIDE 
NEW ORLEANS HOUSED THE ASSASSINS GUILD. 


IT NOW SERVES AS THE UNEASY MEETING PLACE FOR THE 
ONCE-RIVAL GUILDS, NOW UNIFIED BY THE JARRING DECISION 
BY REMY LEBEAU АМО -- 


REMY'S EX-WIFE! 


-- PRESIDE OVER Я WA 
RELIGIOUS CEREMONY 


MINISTERS TOME AND HOARD, 
FORMERLY OF THE ANTIQUARY'S 
ED INTO (| CALLED THE UNVEILING. ДИ 


NA 
AND THE GUILD'S SPIRITUAL 
HEALER, ТАМТЕ MATTIE. 


ТНЕ 
UNVEILING IS 
TO UNDERSTAND 
THAT WHICH 
15 REVEALED 
SO AS TO BE 
CONSIDERED. 


ARE THE TRUTHS: 
OF OUR ANCIENT 
LORE, THE CASKET HAS BEEN 
IN ANTIQUARY'S VAULTS 
FOR TWO HUNDRED 
YEARS -- 


ES: 
1 
| 


` 
шал” 
A 


- 
Ита а 


МУ 
APOLOGIES 


NOT ` IWRSR “У -- ASKING 
NECESSARY, ВІТ SURPRISED “ ТО SEE SOME OF 
PROFESSOR WHEN YOU CONTACTED МУ OLD MENTOR, 
XAVIER, А МУ OFFICE RT THE , FRED DUNCAN'S 
COMMISSION ON FILES -- 
~- BUT FAR, 
BE IT FOR HIS 
PUPIL, CARL 
DENTI, ТО 
KEEP YOU 
\ FROM YOUR 
WORK? 


YES, INDEED -- 


| 


.. 


WONDER WHAT. 
XAVIER WOULD SAY IF 


ТО BE X-CUTIONER АМО 
THAT I KNOW HE'S THE 
FOUNDER OF THE 
X-MEN? 


WONDER WHAT 
DENTI WOULD SAY IF 
Х HE KNEW THAT THE "XAVIER" 
HE'S BUTT-KISSING IS REALLY 
MR. MUTANT-SHAPE- 
SHIFTER СОПЕІЕЕР 


* ESPECIALLY N 
SINCE THAT'S THE M 
CALL WE PLANNED 

TO DRAW YOU 


DENTI HERE. YES. А WW PARDON Mc, с 
YES, I UNDERSTAND. З 一 PROFESSOR. SPECIFICALLY SOMEONE 
T'LL BE RIGHT SOMETHING ч 
НЕ Т HAVE TO О! 
DROPPED INTO HIS MIND 
BY FONTANELLE <, 


THE 
„ AND 


OKAY, LET'S GO... 


RY STUFF: BLACK WOM 
TYPE IN "BLACK NI 
WOMB", 


з: EVERYTHING IN Y Di A 
DUNCAN'S FILES IS BLACK-OPS GOVERNMENT 
ARCHIVED MATERIAL FUN с 

DECADES OLD/ 


— NO, FONTANELLE 
SAID SHE WAS MUELLER'S 
REAL DAUGHTER 一 
BORN IN1950, WHICH WOULD'VE 
MADE AMANDA REALLY OLD 
WHEN SHE HAD A KIDS 
GROSS, 


SO THE LADY 
ACQUITTED OF MURDER 
AS THE BLACK WOMB. 


KILLER IN1891 


У Й WOMB? мо, MULDER, T 
ДО CAN'T BELIEVE THAT! 


ІЛ ЕР/РГЕРМ MINUTES 
LATE 
с 


NOTHIN 
ELSE IN THE FILES 
ABOUT BLACK WOMB -- 


OR HOW SHE MIGHT 
TIE IN TO REMY. 


— OR UST 


LIKE L‏ ال 
SOMEONE IS POLITICAL ATTACHE -- MYSTIQUE?‏ 
IMPERSONATING MILLICENT HARDWICK‏ 
HIM! IS REALLY BEING‏ 


ДИ ew огам... (Р 


на CAUSE I'M 
FIGURIN! IT WAS 
EMPTIED AFTER THEY 
BROUGHT IT OUT OF 
MAYBE ТН AINTIQUARY'S 
THERE'S NOTHIN’ VAULTS... 
WERE ОЗЕР 

ows DOES HE KNOW 


IT SO CLOSE TO 
THE УЕЗТ. 


HARD FOR REMY ТО. 
EVEN TELL, SINCE HIS 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
GUILD'S HISTO: 


RY, 
ITS PROPHECIES AND 
HIS ROLE IN THEM -- 


BUT 
WHAT ARE WE 


LA ee ЛТ 


ТО SWERI 
DAT DE ANTIQUARY 
NEVER TAMPERED 
WITH DE CASKET OF ALL 
TOMORROWS, 


AND BELIEVE 


j — ARE ALL 
80... JUMBLED 
TOGETHER. 


|| ... MIGHT TEND TO LEAVE | 
|| А PERSON KINDA... 


UMBLED. М 


BEATIN! UP THE 
TREASURE CHEST 
WON' DO 
MUCH. 


WHY, СНЫ? BECAUSE IT HAD 


BEEN LONG PROPHESIED DAT MI 


DE RESURRECTION 
OF DE OLD KINGDOM 
WOULD MEAN -- 


OR DENY DE 


MAN ANOINTED AS 


77” та 
MUST KNOW MORE 


A TRIP THROUGH TIME: 


MR. SINISTER SPLICING GENETIC № 
MEMORY ENGRAMS INTO — 


WORTHLESS 
PIECE OF 
WOOD: 


INFINITE POTENTIAL 
WITHIN YOU TO BECOME -- 


Я LOT OFKINETIC | 
ENERGY... 


ALL'S I 
KNOW, BEL, IS 
DAT WHEN DE TIME 
CAME, DE CASKET 
WAS GON' TELL US/ 


NTE -- YOU 


ABOUT DE OLD 
KINGDOM DEN WE СО! 


POINT ME IN THE DIRECTION OF 
WHERE MY FRUSTRATION SHOULD 
А BE VENTED, REMY, AND I'LL BE 
GLAD TO RELEASE IT 
THERE/ 


WHY 
OTHER WITH THIS 
STUPID RESURRECTION 
IF THE FOOLS WHO RAN THE 
GUILDS FOR SO LONG COULDN' 
EVEN INFORM US HOW TO 
PROPERLY ACHIEVE IT?! 


Oh, AND EXACTLY WHO 
WOULD DIS "MESSIAH" 
SS 


--?! 


YOU'RE 
KIDDING, 


МОРЕ. IT'S 


ME. LE DIABLE 
DE HARBINGER OF HEAVEN BLANC. 
ON EARTH DE OPPORTUNITY 


JOKE'S ON ALL'A Ү? 
TO FULFILL HIS DESTINY? ) 


THEM, huh, BEL? 


EW ORLEANS. РВ 


DOWN, BIG 
BOY! 


НЕ 
INSULTED ME, 
MARCEAUX == 


PLAYTIME! 
OVER, 
кос! 


| / | 
5 | ae РОМ FRET, 
| 211 GRIS, DREADS 
\ || m Ç ARE SÓ OUT THIS 
А 8 WEEK. 
Ñ ) ; 
i 


ACTUALLY, 
MY MUTANT POWER 
WAS CHARGIN' 


HUSH UP, 
EMIL -- УЯ 
MOUTH PROB'LY 
Na INSTIGATED THIS... 
OF COURSE ІТ! -- BUT ALL I SAID WAS 
DID, REM -- А DAT DE ASSASSINS'RE 
PROB'LY GLAD DE 
CASKET WAS 


ACTUALLY DO 
SOMET'IN' 
MEANINGFUL 
WIT" DEIR, 
LIVES! 


HE'S OBNOXIOUS, 
BUT I CAN'T FAULT, 
HIS LOGIC. 


YOU DON" AGREEMENT WI 
RESPECT U: EYERYTHIN' THE THI 
BUT YOU EXPECT Hi 
US T' RESPECT / OVER THE 
YOUP 


ITH 
IEVES 
Е 


CENTURIES/ 


Perit 


LAV ASHINGTON 
D.C. 


CALM 
WN, FONTY. IF 


ФЕЕЯМІМ 
ae IN WHICH 
CASE, YOUR DREAM 
TELEPATHY САМ DIG 
INTO HIS SUBCONSCIOUS 
ss MIND. 


YOU TRY 
THAT ON YOUR 
END. I'LL WORK 

SOMETHIN' UP 
FROM HERE... 


ДЕМИ MENOS UP. WHAT 

> INTO THE PENTAGON. 
BREAK THE FIRST RULE OF 
CHESS -- DON'T RIS ДА 

ING FOR В PAWN. 


BUT DOES 
RULE STILL APPLY 
WHEN THE PAWN 

15 YOUR FRIEND? 


7 


Am | THE ACCENT 15 PURE BOSTON. ALL HE'S MISSING 


CSA AGENT CARL 
DENTI. 


FOR A MEETING WITH PLS Я RED SOX CAP AND THE CLAAAM CHOWDAH, 


REMY WAITS, IDLY IMPATIENT, WHILE THE = 
GUARD CHECKS HIS SECURITY LOG ENTRIES. 


IT TOOK THEOREN MARCEAUX 
MOST OF THE NIGHT TO HACK 
m | INTO THE PENTAGON SYSTEMS -- 


- TO CREATE Я FAKE ENTRY ТЫН 
J SHOWING "XAVIER® HAVING Ёл грала 
НІМ LEFT AT 10:30 LAST мент 一 р. ж 


TO VERIFY THAT DENTI LEFT AT 
MIDNIGHT, HAVING SEEN THE ENTRY 
J ¿OG SHOWING XAVIER "LEFT" ; 


із, 
2 РЕ 12 


SCOUR THE APPOINTMENT | 
068 TO CONFIRM DENT! WOULD Ë 
BE OUT THIS MORNING -- 


( ШШ ТЕ! | 
ALL THAT TIME AND ALL (шт 
THAT WORK PROVED EITHER === 
ONE ОЁ TWO THINGS: = 

EITHER PENTAGON SYSTEMS EA 
MAD IMPROVED OVER THE R қ 
| OR THEO WAS 


LIT OF PRACTICE > 


SOMEONE 


2 
> 
STRNDIN' BEHIND 
ME WIT' Я GUN 
Т МУ HEAD, 
RIGHT? 


— BUT THE REAL SURPRISE 
CAME UPON LERRNING HE'S 
BEEN DRAFTED INTO 
‘(OUR X-MEN OUTFIT, 
LeBEAU. 


MYSTIQUE, 
LOOKING VER: 
GOOD. 


THIS GIG 
HAS NOTHIN' 
тро Wit TH 


IAC 3 
THE COURIER -- iS 
МОН FROZEN IN THE 
PRIME FORM OF YOU'RE 
ACTING RATHER 
Вэ BLRSE FOR SOMEONE 
EEE | 
ILITII 
TO IMPERSONATE XAVIER FLUSHED DOWN THE 
AND INFILTRATE THE TORE = 
PENTAGON 


Yah, GUESS I 
SHOULD BE QURKIN — 
GO FIGURE, I'M NOT. 


you 
8 ШЕМЕР, MY 
7 © 


‘BOUT THE _ 5 
INGED FINGERS --|__ 
ALWAYS DID HATE 

SIZZLIN' 

SKIN - 


APPARENTLY, YOUVE V ‘CAUSE KNOWLEDGE IS POWER 
Е T' YOU, MYSTIQUE -- 


-- AND RIGHT NOW, 
TAKE MY WORD FOR IT WHEN 
I TELL YOU, S'FAR AS M 
SECRETSIRE ЗОВНО, 
МОКАНС! 


М 
— 1 KNEW THAT IF 
YOUR SCRE, w SAT QUIETLY 


ck EEE JE APE 


© Pal DAMSEL Пи 
DISTRESS... 


rec 72 
то ві АЧ ив 
NOWADAYS? 


AND I 
DO 50 LIKE 
ТО KNÓW 
THE WAY OF 
THINGS... 


ЯМ I MUST BE THE 
MOTHER OF MYSTERY 
WHEN IT COMES ` _ WHOOPS. 
НУ, И? I SAID, МО 


THER... 
= DID THAT STRIKE 
ВИЕ: 


I THINK Š 
YOU WOULD 
HAVE MADE 


EACH OTHER: 
HE У, 1 


ANDI “Ч 
WANT NOTHING 
MORE THAN FOR 
HER TO BE HAPPY. 


I IMAGINE YOU'D 


Yah, THAT 
AN! TALK AWAY 
SO YOU CAN 
_DISTRACT МЕ -- 


CARE TO PLACE A WAGER ON 
WHETHER YOU CAN CHARGE 
THE BLADES OUT OF MY 
HANDS BEFORE I CAN 
CUT YOUP 


TH 
GAMBLE MIGHT 
NOT BE WORTH 
THE -- ahem -- 

COLLATERAL 
DAMAGE... 


REAL QUESTION IS -- SAYIN' YOU 
DO STAB ME -- 
-- CAN YOU SHAPESHIFT 
YOUR WAY OUT OF TH! TIME 
DELAY KINETIC FUSE Т 
JUST LIT BEFORE YOUR 
BODY BLOWS UP LIKE 
BOMB? 


WELL, I FIGUI HAPESHIFTER ЯМ! 


1 IMEAN, JAKE COULD 
| MORPH HIMSELF BACK | £ 
TOGETHER IF SOMETHIN! 
LIKE ТНАТ HAPPENED 
T HIM, GANT 


I'M JUST PLAYIN' TH' ` WAS MORE N' WILLIN' "EVENTUALLY, ONE OF ” -- ‘CAUSE MY HAND 
ALT; 


HAND YOL DEALT, „ Г TALK IT THROUGH, YOU MOOKS в GONNA WILL ALWAYS WIN А 
MYSTIGLE/ BUT YOU HAD T GET À REALIZE МОТ TO PLAY TH’ РОТ) 
ZEE DIRTY RBOUT POKER МТ ME -- 
= IT. 


工 WONDER HOW 
CHRRLES 


METHODSP 


THE 
JUŚCLERRE а 
REALLY УС. 
FRAGILE THINGS, PLAYTHE TO ООН ATA 
LeBERU. SAME -- FAR BIGGER 
BOARD THAN THE 
X-MEN -- OR EVEN 


YOUR GUILDS. 
ARE USED TO 
SEEING. 


A LESSON У... TILL ADMIT TO | 
FOR YOU BEING ILL-INFORMED 
THEN... 4 ABOUT ALL THE, 


-- BUT I 
WAS AWARE OF Ч 
YOUR ABILITY TO 
LEAVE T/ME-DELAY | 
CHARGES. 


ў 
| 1 


BECOME QUITE I HAD YOU NAILED 
ADEPT ЯТ 
CONTROLLING 


NTROL ALL THE 

POSSIBILITIES THAT 

LEAD ТО AND AWAY 
FROM THE 


7 
MOMENT! POSITIONS. 


SO WHY BOTHER 
PLAYIN' OUT 
TH' HAND? 


YOU SAY THIS BUT IT HAS 

ISN'T AN Х- “MEN Т DO WIT’ MY 

OPERATION. YE PAST... АМ MY 
WHAT IS ITF 8 UTURE. 


CURIOSITY. 
MY UNQUENCHABLE 
THIRST FOR 
ON БЭ 


1200, STATED, Боб 
NTROL... WHICH, 
ТЕЗ STATED: жа DS 


Oh, DON'T TELL ME -- 7 BELIEVE IT OR NOT, 
AND IT WILL SOMEHOW М ACTUALLY FORCED 
NE THE SAFI TO CONSIDER IT 
IN TH! PLURAL... 

UNIVERSES... 


THEN YOU'D. 
REALLY BETTER START. 
TO UNDERSTAND THE SCOPE 
OF THE GAMEBOARD, LeBEAU... 


. DID YOU MANAGE Tc 
ЕТ PNY THING BEFORE VO 


ЕЕ Фе) шш! 1272774 
= | 9 


YES, L. 
FONTRNELLE, 
тор. 


GO FIGURE, YOUR 
MOTHER STARTED A 
GOVERNMENT RESEARCH 
PROGRAM CALLED 
“BLACK WOMB", 


/ ив MEANS TH 

( PICTURE IS NOT ONLY 
GETTIN' BIGGER... 
тв ALSO SETTIN' 


FUZZIES 
N 
f МЕ WI 


x - шат 
Й OURS LATER, IN _ 4 
NEW ORLEANS, 


| 2 
/ ФУ 


BECĄUSE I KNOW YOU НЯСКЕО INTO ТН! 
IT WAS ТИ! HOSPITAL COMPUTERS H 
TWO OF YOU, AND STOLE ТН! 5 ТО DESTROY 
ТНЕО. RECORDS. № ІНІТУ. SOMETHIN' INSIDE 
| ALOCKED CHEST | 
AN'LEAVENO МЕШ, | 
SIGN OF ITP. : 


- WHICH 
LERYES THE ONLY 


SO MUCH HATRED THAT YOU'D 
PREVENT US FROM ACHIEVIN’ 
WHAT ТН" GUILD HAS TRIED 
Т DO FOR THOUSANDS 
OF YEARS? 


GRIS GRIS 
7 ‘CAUSE YOU BLAME. 
ME FOR BEL'S BROTHER 
JULIEN'S DEATH 
DURIN' TH DUEL 
WE НАР? 


BUT ULTIMATELY, 
HAT'S NOT WHY WE Jj 
DID IT, REMY. “4 


Who knew that а minor character 

development like the break-up of 

Gambit and Rogue would generate so 

much mail? GAMBIT #16 certainly has set your tongues 

wagging. Interestingly enough, the reaction to this 

development was far more mixed than we expected. As a 

result, we will be showcasing the letters which dealt most 

directly (and in-depth) with Remy's love life this month, and 

next, we'll cover some of the more general 

comments on the issue. 

So pick your side, and be ready to get peeved over at 

least one of these letters! 


Dear Dealer's Choice, 

| was an avid collector of X-MEN and UNCANNY X-MEN 
back in the early "905. Because of certain circumstances, | 
couldn't keep up. For the past five years, | hadn't a clue as to 
what was going on in the X-world and specifically, what was 
up with my favorite X-Man, Gambit. 

| was in a bookstore sometime in March and happened by 
the comic book rack and immediately spotted the cover of 
GAMBIT #16. | blinked several times, for my eyes could not 
believe what they were seeing. Remy and Rogue finally lock- 
ing lips and he didn’t seem to be about to pass out. | was 
floored. For the past five years, | wondered about those two 
and if they'd finally found a way to be together. 

| forgot what | had initially gone to buy at the 
bookstore, picked up the comic and immediately began to read 
it. Little did | know that it happened to be a “breakup” issue. | 
couldn't help but cry after | read it. My heart broke for these 
two characters. Here | was 21 years old, a junior in college, 
and I'm sobbing in a bookstore over a couple of comic book 
characters! 

But | am not writing to bash. That is not my 
intention at all. 

| ат excited that Fabian Nicieza is heading the writ- 
ing for the GAMBIT monthly. In my humble opinion, 
Fabian Nicieza is the best writer that Marvel has on staff. 
Some of the best X-books ever written are those written 
by Fabian. | have since bought just about every GAMBIT 
back issue and | am quite impressed. It's a fantastic 
monthly and long overdue. 

However disappointed and saddened | am with Remy and 
Rogue's breakup, | am not discouraged. | am sure that there 
are other fans out there that feel the same way | do, that 
Gambit and Rogue are the most dynamic couple in all of comic 
books and will always belong together. There's no topping the 
Southern Connection. Scott and Jean pale in comparison. Who 
knows? Maybe |’! have to wait another five years, but it'll be 
worth it. | just know that there'll be a wedding cover to go 
along with those of X-MEN #24 and GAMBIT #16 hanging on 
my bedroom wall. 

Leslie Gonzalez 
Bronx, NY 


Thanks for the heartfelt letter, Leslie. We knew that 
breaking up the premier, on-again/off-again comics 
couple was bound to hit hame for a number of 
readers. Many, like you, expressed their sorrow at this 


development. Others, 
however, just plain got 
angry. Which brings 


MIKE 


RAICHT 
ASSISTANT 
EDITOR 


us to... 


Top ten reasons why the 
break-up of Rogue and 
Gambit was unrealistic 
and/or stupid: 

10. They are Marvel 
Comics' most popułar cou- 
ple and fans want to see 
them together. 

9. They love each other. 

8. Now that they can touch, 
they can have a real 
relationship. Just because 
Remy can't control his pow- 
ers right now, doesn't mean 
they can't "mess around,” It 
just means they have to be 
careful. 

7. The whole breakup is 
clearly a cheap plot device 
being used to revert Rogue 
and Gambit to the shallow 


DEALER'S CHOICE 


ЛЕ YOU DON'T WANT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS PRINTED, PLEASE LET US KNOW, 


characters they were when their relationship 

began. For example, instead of building a last- 

ing relationship with the woman he loves, Gambit 

has pushed her away and gone back to having meaningless 
encounters with every woman he meets (e.g. that cheap floozy 
Claire, with whom we see him making out in UNCANNY Х- 
MEN #381). 

6. The idea of Rogue and Colossus together as a 
couple is ludicrous. They have absolutely nothing in 
common. Rogue is passionate and free-spirited. She needs a 
man who shares her exuberance and lust for life. Colossus is 
down to earth and boring. Don't try to tell me that 
opposites attract. Where's the passion? Where's the 
excitement? You can't honestly expect us to believe that 
Rogue gets weak in the knees when she thinks about 
kissing Peters unyielding metal lips. Please. The only 
possible reason Rogue would ever be interested in Peter is 
because he is safe and dependable. She doesn't love him and 
therefore, she won't get hurt. 

5. Rogue is the ideal person to help support Gambit now 
that he can't control his powers. She understands what he is 
going through better than anyone else ever could, because she 
has dealt with it herself. She knows what it is like to be afraid 
of losing control and accidentally hurting or killing someone 
you love. And she can help him deal with the anger and frus- 
tration Remy is bound to experience as he tries to regain con- 
trol of his new ability. Simply put: Remy needs Rogue, now 
more than ever. 

4. They could lead the X-Men much better together than 
they could apart. As a couple, they would always be there to 
support and advise one another. The way things are now, they 
will be uncomfortable together and avoid each other. The pain 
and anger caused by their breakup will get in the way of their 
working relationship and ultimately the team will suffer 
because of it. 

3. After losing Cyclops and watching Jean mourn for him, 
Remy and Rogue should appreciate just how precious what 
they have is. They've found what everyone else is looking for: 
True Love. That is something to cherish and protect, not 
destroy. 

2. They've gone through way too much to be together to 
throw it all away now for absolutely no reason. 

1. Did | mention they love each other? | did. All right, how 
about this? They are soul mates. They are meant to be togeth- 
er. They share much тоге than messed-up 
childhoods and checkered pasts. They have the same 
passionate natures, the same lust for life. They complement 
each other in every way. They are connected to each other, 
heart and soul. No matter how many times you break them up, 
or how many obstacles you put in their way, they will never be 
complete until they're together. 

Carey Daves 
Chico, CA 


Let's see if we understand you, Carey: You're 
saying that you're opposed to the breakup? We 
weren't quite sure. 

Seriously, though, you make a number of valid 
points. Yet we can't help noticing that your stated rea- 
sons for being against this development are the very rea- 
sons that make it a compelling story. If Remy and Rogue 
do indeed share a bond that will see them past every 
obstacle put in their way, then don't they have to 
experience obstacles in order to overcome them? 

Now, in contrast to our first two writers, the following 
reader couldn't be happier about the new status quo... 


Dear Fabian and Co., 
Oh, fabulous joy! Oh, exultation! 

The "romance" between Gambit and Rogue is finally, 
finally over! Thank God! What began as a flippant flirtation 10 
years ago soon deteriorated into one of the most painful, abu- 
sive relationships ever depicted in a comic book. 

Where two characters started off as interesting and 
reasonably sane, one of them soon showed abusive, 
manipulative and narcissistic tendencies whilst the other grew 
more and more masochistic, depressed and suicidal. When 
Gambit returned from Antarctica, | had high hopes that the 
experience would've worked as a crucible and he would come 
out cleansed of the past and, after realizing that by judging and 
condemning him Rogue and the X-Men had revealed them- 
selves as unworthy and heartless hypocrites, he would go on 
with his life. 

But no. For two years we get to witness the most painful 
charade in which Gambit has to apologize to Rogue for being 
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30 cruel as to “make her” leave him in Antarctica and 
still follows her around like a lovesick puppy. We see 
several instances where his “friends” (including Weapon 
X, Onslaught and a former terrorist) find it necessary to 
hammer the message home that he was a bad, bad boy who 
deserved all he got and was only allowed back on their 
sufferance. Not able to stomach so much poor 
characterization, | stopped reading both X-Men titles, but 
enjoyed—mostly—the GAMBIT series. 

| cringed, however, when in GAMBIT 1999, Rogue finally 
realizes that maybe, perhaps, it wasn’t such a 
wonderful idea to leave him in Antarctica, after she heard a 
firsthand recording of the journal of a starving and freezing 
Gambit—six months or so after she left Gambit to die. This did 
not occur to her sooner? Not that this surprised me; Rogue 
has been displaying narcissistic tendencies for 
nearly two decades and narcissism is a psychological 
disorder notorious for the lack of empathy displayed by those 
who suffer from it. Rogue was totally in character with this 
belated remorse. It just annoyed me that she got away with it 
yet again! 

The hypocrisy and mounting hubris of the collective 
X-Men was hard enough to stomach, but the travesty of 
the Rogue/Remy “relationship” was just too painful to 
watch any longer. If Remy and Belladonna were “Romeo 
and Juliet,” then Rogue and Remy were straight out of 
“Wuthering Heights.” Where the one story is a tragedy 
wherein feuding families come between two lovers, the 
other is a tragedy because Kathy and Heathcliff are slow- 
ly but surely destroying each other, obsessed with one 
another to their deaths. But the Rogue/Remy thing is 
over! Не told her off! The festering sore is no more! 
Hallelujah!!! 

Marion Ros 
(Address withheld by request) 


Don't hold back, Marion. Tell us how you really feel! 
Wow, those are certainly the most pointed comments 
against Rogue that we've seen in these offices. While we 
won't contest most of your arguments (something tells us a 
few other readers may want to take up that standard), we 
will make one minor point. You seem in your letter to gloss 
over the actions for which Gambit was tried in the first 
place. Say what you want about Rogue's narcissism, we 
think that Пам pales a bit next to making the Morlock 
Massacre possible. 


GAMBIT VS. THE 
NEO! 
МИРР SAID! 


